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STATISTICS ON THE TEXAS SUPREME
Court AND THE TExAS COURT OF
CRIMINAL APPEALS

Clark Thomas*
Anthony Champagne**

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this brief article is to provide for the fourth year! statis-
tical information on the state’s highest courts, much like the HARVARD
LAW REVIEW provides statistical information on the Supreme Court of
the United States. With the exception of publications of the Office of
Court Administration and Texas Judicial Council and a yearly bloc analy-
sis of the Texas Supreme Court by the TEXAS LAWYER, no publication
has on a regular basis attempted to provide a statistical review of the
Texas high courts’ productivity.

The data used for these statistics consist of all authored opinions de-
cided between October 1, 1994 and September 30, 1995. Per curiam opin-
ions are excluded from the analysis.

* Clark Thomas recently received his Ph.D. in Political Economy from The Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas.

**  Anthony Champagne has a Ph.D. degree in Political Science from the University
of Illinois and is a Professor of Government & Politics and of Political Economy at The
University of Texas at Dallas.

1. Our first presentation was for the period October 1, 1991 through September 30,
1992. See Clark Thomas and Anthony Champagne, Statistics on the Texas Supreme Court
and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, Annual Survey of Texas Law, 46 SMU L. Rev.
1879-86 (1993). The second presentation of statistics was for the period from October 1,
1992, through September 30, 1993. See Clark Thomas and Anthony Champagne, Statistics
on the Texas Supreme Court and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, Annual Survey of
Texas Law, 47 SMU L. Rev. 1771-79 (1994). The third statistical presentation was for
October 1, 1993 through September 30, 1994. That appeared in Clark Thomas and
Anthony Champagne, Statistics on the Texas Supreme Court and the Texas Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals, Annual Survey of Texas Law, 48 SMU L. Rev. 1655-1663 (1995). In this
presentation of statistics, there are 10 justices listed on the Texas Supreme Court. That is
because Justice Doggett did not seek re-election to the Court and he was replaced on
January 1, 1995 by Justice Owen. Eleven judges are listed on the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals. Judge Miller did not seek re-election. He was replaced by Judge Keller on January
1, 1995. Judge Campbell was defeated for re-election. The victor in that election contest
was Judge Mansfield who took office on January 1, 1995.

1413



[Vol. 49

"SJUSSSIP JO ‘S30ULINOUOD “suotwdo JO s1aquINu 318 J[qe) Y} Ul SIqUUNN,

"Wed ut pajuassip pue 1red ug Aiofew oY) Y pornouod a3pnf e ‘sased may € uj,

‘uotuido JunuassIp JOYIOUE YIM PILINOUOD YoM uojudo Sunuassip e 910IM

‘uoturdo SuULLNOUOD & PAIIPISUOD st 11 “IN0d 93 Jo uoinido Y YIM OUSLINDUOD U JUSWLIOD JO JDUDIUIS JUO

U343 sppe 93pnf € Ji 0 PaIOPISUOD JOU ST UILINOUOD Y] JO YIBUS) YL, 1IN0 3y} Jo wawspnf ay) ur paorde yorym uowuido Sunsuos e a101M,

8 1 I 0 € 0s 0 9 usmo
= 0 £ 6 1 v Sv 1 9 10102dg
S 0 (4 z 0 3 137 4 u yooug
N 1 9 9 I 6 134 0 € agewwen
) 0 z v 0 (4 0s 1 o1 udwo)

0 I 0 0 0 9 0 0 naddoq
= 0 z s 0 1 3 € 9 WooH
M 0 € € 0 € s [4 L TomoSiH
S (4 1 L4 0 S 134 S 6 Z3eZu0nH
S 0 (4 9 0 I 129 0 oL sdinug
“2 unedinieg LU3ssIq B JuassIq ul cuonudo uoruidQ uodo Aomudo uoruldQ

JON paumnduo) pa1nduo) Sunuassiy Sunuassiq Kuofepw fuoley ur Auofepy
paiunouo) AoIm paLmnouo) Pa1INdu0)) oIm
¥ 2101  A0IM
suotuidQ Sunuassiy uanup suowido
SVXHL 40 1TdN0D FWHYdNS FHL NO SHDILSNI TVAAIAIANI 40 SNOLLDV
1 371dVL

1414



1415

*¢ 910U p1dng,
"y 910U Dadng,
*g 910U vadng,
‘¢ 910U p2dng,

193 1 L 0 1 1$ 1 L4 M99
£3 1 I I 14 0s 9 9 Piaysuey
1 I 9 14 L 89 14 6 s12ho
0 1 S € o1 9s o1 St kauorey
v 0 1 6 1 1 SL I 71 1991)819A0
) 0 I L 1 6 43 [44 8 pieg
& [4 [4 Ll 0 0 1L 1 L AYM
2 vL 0 z 0 1 91 4 S neqdwed
& N 0 S 0 0 (4 0 z BN
~ 0 € o1 L4 41 8 0z v uou)
“ 0 € L 0 6 19 (4 81 FIrIoON
Sunedpnieg HUIssIq Juassi(q ut Jomudo uonmndQ - uowndo JuomdQ uoymdQ
JION pa1Inouo) paiinouo) Sunuassig Sunuassiq Kuofe Kuofe w fjuofey
paLIndu0) 910IM panInduo) PaLINduOD 0IM
P 910IM P oI
suotuildp Sunuassiq uanum suotuldo

SVXHL 40 STVAddV TYNIAIIO 40 L3N0D dHL NO S39dNf TVAJIAIANI 40 SNOILLOV
¢ d19vVL

1996]



1416 SMU LAW REVIEW [Vol. 49

TABLE 3
SUBJECT MATTER OF DISPOSITIONS OF THE
SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Tax
Against Local Entity/Officer'
Private Litigation'!
Writ!?
Procedure”
Workers Compensation
Constitution
Education
Product Liability
Define/Interpret"
Liability/Injury/Death'®
Due Process
Insurance’
Medical Malpractice
Legal Malpractice
Public Utility
Trade Practices
Total

TABLE 4
SUBJECT MATTERS OF DISPOSITIONS OF THE
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS OF TEXAS

Capital Punishment
Right to Counsel
Ineffective Counsel
Writ!’
Sufficient Evidence
Admission/Exclusion'®
Timeliness'
Jury Instruction
Discretionary Review/General
Double Jeopardy
Procedural Error/General
Jury Action
Search and Seizure

Total
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“Involved litigation against governmental entities.

Pyrely private litigation involving corporations or individuals.

2Issues involving writs (i.e., mandamus).

BIssues involving proper legal procedure.

“Issues involving the application of or the interpretation of words in statutes.

5Cases that are not workman’s compensation cases that involve wrongful death or

injury.

“Involves interpretation of insurance policies.

YIssues involving writs (i.e., habeas corpus).

8 Admissibility of evidence issues that are not search and seizure issues such as
admissibility of testimony or outbursts in the courtroom.

YQuestions involving whether motions or appeals were filed in a timely manner.



1417

STATISTICS

1996)

-11ed wr pojuassip pue Kiuofew oy yim 1red ur paumouod apn( oy yorgm ur 1o ajedonred jou pip
99pnl a1 yoym w1 popnpoxs ale sase) -uotuido Sunuassip e ur pormnouod 1o uorurdo Surjuassip e 9101m 33pnl oY) YOIYM Ur $35EBD JO IOqUINU
€101 ay3 SI Iojeunousp 9y, -uoruido Ajofew 9y Yim PaLINdUOd IO 2301m 33pn{ oyl Yorym Ul SISBD JO I9QUINU [210} Y} ST JOJRIOWINU dYT,,
‘seale onssi Ay} Jo suoneue[dxd I0] 9-0T $II0U vidns 225,

e vVadV dNSSI
OL ONIAIOIIV SHILLSNS LINO0D HNFIdNS SVXHL A€ SINASSIA ANV SHONFHIANINOD
S H14VL

01 0/0 0/1 0/0 0/1 0n 1/ 01 0/0 0/1 sanmu
0re 0/ 07¢ 0/0 0r¢ 0/C 0r¢ 01 07z 0rc sadndeld SpelL
o 1/€ o 0/0 o 1/e 714 oy o 0/ soueInsuf
0/1 01 0/1 0/0 01 o1 01 o1 01 01 $590014 ang
9748 9/S 1€l 0/0 T/ 0zt £/01 il T/€1 Ut yieaq
. /Amfuy/hnmqery
o 01 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/1 01 01 0/1 o1 1idsuysuyaq
0/€ 0/ 0/€ 0/0 0/ 0/€ 12 0/ 0/€ 0/ Aymqery npoid
0/0 01 0/1 0/0 0/0 ot /0 0/0 on 01 uoneanpy
01 0/0 01 0/0 0 0/1 01 01 0/0 on uonmnsuo)
01 1/0 01 0/0 on 0/1 1/0 0/1 0/0 1/0 sonoexdrepy 1edo1
T/ 0/ 0/s 01 94 0/s 0/s 1 0/ 4 sonderde
TedIpoN
0 on 0/ 0/0 0re 0/1 0/1 0/ mn 0/ dwo) s1axIom
0/01 ¥/8 T/01 0/T /1t /01 2/01 17118 £/6 71141 2Inpadoid
(414 TS s 01 TS o/L 19 /s TS s UM
0/s (414 0/9 o 0/L us 19 s O/L o/L uonednry Aeaud
o oy 1/g 0/0 o 1114 1/€ Vi4 Vi4 oy finug
[e207] Jsuredy
02 0/ 0/ 01 774 1/ 1774 Ul () 10/€ XeJ,
uamQ sdewnuen) udu10) n983o0a o9H JomOoIY3TH J0102dg yoouyg Z2[eZUO5) sdiryd



SMU LAW REVIEW [Vol. 49

1418

‘Ig 210U D2dNg

"SBAJE ANSSI Y} JO suoneur[dxs 10] 1-L] SII0U vsdns 23§ .,

on 01 o o ot on o1 0/0 1/0 1/0 on Inzrag
» yoreag
on on 110 1/ 01 on on 0/0 1/0 01 01 uonpy Amg
(4[4 44 € 1714 0/S 0/S e 01 174 1117 1917 Jouyg
[eINpad01g
0T (V4 143 17,7 0/S 0/S 1937 0/€ e 1917 17/ 4 Apredosg
algnoy
e 19174 S/0e 9/6 9/6C 8/LT SIoE /9 0€/9 8/9¢ 9/6C MIIAY
ATRUON2IOSI(Y
0 mn 0/¢ 1 197 1¥i7 19,7 0/€ (4} e T/ mcouo-:m.w_”u
7y
on 01 1/0 o/ 1/0 1/0 (1728 0/0 1/0 0/1 o1 ssourawILy,
on 0/¢ 1S 1/S 1/S /s e V74 (/14 1/S Uy aouapiayg
JO UOISSTWPY
|17 0/S 1917 19 0/L 0/L 1/9 01 9/1 0/L 1/9 aouaplag
anyng
/1 0/€ |74 oy o o |74 0/0 $/0 1/€ 0/ M
0/€ 0/€ o 1/€ T/€ T/€ oy 0/0 € oy o [asuno)
3And9Rauf
1/0 0/0 o1 o o/t 01 T/0 0/0 1/0 o 0/0 [esuno) 1y
191 0/L1 1/€C S/61 T/€C Slet ¢/e 0/L 61/S ot/et e¥/0C juswyswng
renden

PN PISYSURIN  SIOAS  ASUO[e]N  199MS19AQ  plreg aiypy  [eqdwe) Ia[Al| uoWD) YOOI

zVHdV d1SSI OL ONIIODDV

SAOANS STVHIAY TYNINITED 40 TdN0D A9 SINASSIA ANV SHONHIININOD

9 41dVL



*Paiuassip za[ezuon sousnf pue sANyd ousnf JoIyD yloq sased ¢ u] Ajuolew syl yim pasmouod sdifpyd sousng
JoD a19ym $3SBD 9 Ul PAJUASSIP z3jezuoD ouSNr "Aiuofew oy YIm PalINouod Z3[EZUOL) DUSNL 3Jaym PAjusssip sdIIIYJ 201SN[ JOIY)) SISBD € U] 'SOSED 76 U
Kiofew ay) yum paLMOTOD Y30q Z3[eZUOD) 0NSNT Pue sdHIIYJ 2oNsN[ JAIGD ‘SNYL "WN0D 9y} JO Juawdpn( 9Y) WI0IJ JUISSIP SUIES 9y} w1 9313esip pue 2913e saonsnf
Y] YoIym Ul S3SED JO JIQUINU [€101 9Y) PUB UNOD 3y} Jo Juswspnf owes 9y} ul a31Tesip pue 9213k saonsnl YoM Ul SISED JO ISQUINY [E10) Y3 SUNLLIAAP O) UO
MO[Je ey} suone[Nqe;-sso1d are saonsnf jo Sunred yoes uryip -oredionsed jou pip onsn{ o) YoIYM U S3SED IIE SE ‘SISA[EUR o) WOJ) papnpxa ase wed wi vorurdo
3unuassip sy Ym s20us1NOU0d pue Wed w Ajuofew oyl Yim soousunduo) ‘uormdo JUNULSSIP Ayl [IM SIOUILINIUOD IO suoinido Sunuassip fej01 0} s19JI
«@» "Kiuofew ay) ynm saoua1nouos 1o suopurdo Kyuofew (2103 03 819331 ,.0),, "seonsaf ay) Suowre yuouILIZESIp pue JudWwdaIde Jo xuUjew B soptaoxd Jjqel, oYL .

1419

ad  ofeunuen
O
v 4 a ukwo)
[4 S % 4 0]
0 0 0 0 a N938o0Qg
0 9 0 9 )
v 1 S 1 9 0 1 a 1Yoy
Q 9 6t S s 0 S o)
H vy T LAY 0 o0 0 9 a mmolysiy
= a v S €S 0 9 9 (43 0
< 8 v (4 4! 0 0 0 €1 S 01 a I0105dg
N o9 oy 14 9 0 99 9 sy T 0§ o
“ s I s 0 ¢ T v 1 S T s da yooug
¥T  6€ S €S 0 € 4 S 9 159 1 9% 0
0 6 ! 8 0 T € S 1 8 T L € 9 a Z3[ezuon
ST LE S 0S 0 S A s ¢ 6% (1] S 4 4 € 0s 9
0 14 0 14 0 0 € 1 0 v 1 € 0 14 € 1 a uamQ
91 123 9 14 0 0 4 ¢S 9 Ly A4S 187 14 oS S 14 D
€ 4 AN 0 1 ¥ ¢ 0 L 2 S (AN € € € v a4 sdmud
(4 S 4 4 4 123 0 S (A 9 4y 0 9 14 14y 9 [4Y 1 [4Y 0]
a D a o a oD a oD a 0] a ) a > a o2 a o2
a8ewuren) uAuIo) 1n3830Qq link) 3 Jomow Sty 10302dg yaousg Za[ezZuUon) uamQ

SHOLLSAS JINO0D HNFEdNS SVXHL ONONYV R INFWFHIOVSIA % ININGTIDV
L 919dVL

1996]



SMU LAW REVIEW [Vol. 49

1420

‘Unod Ay}
3o yuswSpnl og3 woiy parusssip uoluy) 38pnf pue FOMULOIW a3pny y1oq ‘ases T up “Kiofew 9y yIm palINouod oMWW o3png pue pajuassip uoiuy)) adpng
9580 pz Ul “Kuolew 3y} yum paumouoo uoyun) o3png ‘searoym ‘uofew oy woiy PaIUaSSIp YOO 98pnf sosed ¢ u] "Wnod oy Jo sjuawdpn( ps ur paside
uol 33pnf pue JOMWIODOW 3pn[ “31qe) SIY) peas 01 moy Jo sjduIexs ue sy *sagpnf jo s3unired jo uoneNQE)-SSOIO PUE XUIEW Y} Jo uonewR|dX UE 10] P2 998 o

a EENEN
D
v € d  PRYsuEy
v €S o)
€ L 0 8 a Y A
S 6k 9 IS - o
0 I 0 ¥ S €I a Kouorey
8 I 9 L L9 o)
0 0 0 o1 T 6 9 S d 199ms10A0
8 9% 9 g5 ST 1L Il SL o)
0 1 0 1 I 91 6 8 6 8 a preq
8 W 9 Ly 9T 9 6 w T 6L o
L 1T € ¥ L 0ol o vI 0 JA 0 L a amgm
0 S T (S 0T 8 8 09 1II 89 LT 19 o)
0 0 0 o T 1 0 € 0 € 0 € T 1 a neqdue)
0 0 0 o0 S 81 ¢ 61 1 | ¥4 T 12 L 0
0 0 0 0 0 1 y 1 v 7 € I ¢ 0 v a 1SN
0 0 0 0 L L1 € 12 0 €C I € 8 # ¢ 61 o)
0 91 0 LI S 0z 8 L1 9 61 S 0 0 ST 0o L TN a uojum)
8 £ 9 L 8 6 €9 S 99 Im 0 LT IS € 91 € 61 o)
S T € ¢ S 0T o0 91 0 91 0 91 ¥ T ¢ L T 8 1 ST d Iomuodow
€ ¥S € 8¢ 0 69 8T 9 11 OL LT €9 T W 1 ST v ST ¥ ¥ D
a 2 a 2 a D a O da o) a 2 a 2 d 2 d4d D2 4a >
u0=0v~ v—oamdmz Eo%oz hvﬂoﬁﬂz uoobm.no>o piieqg 3§ :03@&.&0 .—OEE uoan)

SEOANS STVEIY TYNIARID 40 L14N0D SVXHAL ONOWYV G INFWITIOVSIA ¥» INFNITADV
8 HT1dVL



	Statistics on the Texas Supreme Court and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
	Recommended Citation

	Statistics on the Texas Supreme Court and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

