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Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis is a nonliturgical concert setting of the evensong canticles,
Luke 1:46-55 & Luke 2:29-32, for SATB div. choir, organ, string quintet, and percussion.
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis is approximately 16-18 minutes in duration without break between
movements. The text for Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis is from the Book of Common Prayer,
according to the use of the Episcopal Church certified as of 2007, with the omission of the
doxology. This decision was influenced by nonliturgical concert settings by Gerald Finzi and

Arvo Part.

The form of the Magnificat is derived from the separations in the text. The first section
being Mary’s view of God’s blessing, the second being the strength of God from the old
testament, and the third being God’s promise to his children. This Magnificat begins with an
ethereal instrumental passage meant to depict Heaven and a four-note motif, first presented by
the tubular bells, meant to represent the word of God descending from above. This instrumental
passage leads to the first choral entrance at rehearsal A. A “I-N-III-N-I" progression is used in
the choral entrance as a motive meant to depict the presence and power of God. The first section

v



moves through the tonal areas of E major at rehearsal A, Ab major at rehearsal B, and the key of
F major at rehearsal D. The second major section, showing God’s strength, starts in the key of C
minor at rehearsal E and is rhythmic, powerful, and the melodic material becomes more
chromatic. This section concludes with a short instrumental passage at rehearsal H consisting of
the “word of God” motif in augmentation in the percussion. The choir’s entrance at rehearsal I
forms a transition into the final section. This final section is in Db major and crescendos into the
climactic point of the Magnificat at measure 169. The piece diminuendos into a texture
reminiscent of the opening. This passage descends and reduces to a Db pedal in the organ,

forming an elision with the beginning of the Nunc Dimittis.

Nunc Dimittis is a through composed work with returning textures, motifs, and harmonic
progressions from the Magnificat. Because of the nature of the text, this Nunc Dimittis is slower
and more meditative than the Magnificat. Near the end of the opening instrumental passage, the
text of the Nunc Dimittis begins with a solo bass voice, depicting the elderly Simeon as he
finally sees the long awaited Messiah. The music modulates from Db major to the relative minor
of Bb at rehearsal O and then to F major at rehearsal P. After rehearsal P, the mode changes from
F major to F minor. The “word of God” motif is used in the percussion at measure 237 to
emphasize the text “To be a light.” The “I-N-III-N-I" progression from the opening choral
material of the Magnificat returns, again depicting the presence and power of God. The work
ends in D major. The final “word of God” motif in the tubular bells in measure 255 alludes to the

beginning of the composition, giving a cyclic formal structure to the work.



Instrumentation

Percussion 1 - Tubular Bells, Glockenspiel, Bass Drum, Marimba

Percussion 2 - Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel, Marimba, Triangle

SATB div. choir

2 Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Organ

Duration: 16 - 18 minutes ca.

Transposed Score
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Magnificat

for SATB div. choir & Chamber Orchestra

Transposed Score

Christian James Jesse
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