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Preface: An Homage
Elan Wilson*

Good teachers fill a pupil’s mind with trusty concepts and precepts. 
Great teachers go a step beyond and teach their pupils how to work 
ideas; how to explore their hidden layers, stretch them, mix them, or 
even tighten their shape. Good teachers teach their pupils what to 
think; great ones teach them how to think.

–Unknown

First and foremost, I would like to thank my two faculty sponsors for this 
issue, Professors Dale Carpenter and Jeffrey Kahn. Thank you for plugging 
me into your network of colleagues and helping me fine-tune my invita-
tions. I would not have been able to corral such an impressive author lineup 
without your combined efforts. To this day, I am grateful that I had the 
chance to embark on my first journey through the Constitution with you 
two as seasoned captains.

Professor Kahn, I will never forget your diagram depicting the dizzy-
ing nuances of the Eleventh Amendment and when you—to my complete 
surprise—treated yourself to a Gala apple while reviewing Hunt v. Wash-
ington State Apple Advertising Comm’n (1977). Professor Carpenter, I still 
remember those office hours visits during the “race-based classifications” 
unit (I hope I was not too much of a pest).

Thank you both for your pedagogical approaches, which showed me how 
to ponder limiting principles, examine constitutional positions with a scal-
pel, and handle competing ideas with grace. You imparted the gift of rig-
orous constitutional thought to me. Through this issue, I hope to pass this 
gift—or, my best approximation of it—on to our readers.

I also want to thank Professor Lackland Bloom and Abigail Schultz (‘23) 
for helping me find conservative voices to feature in the issue. You both 
helped me achieve my personal vision of making this issue a marketplace 
of (competing) ideas.

Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank my Managing Editor, Colin 
Hickl. Every Batman could use another Batman. Thank you for your 
patience, diligence, and foresight. Thank you for helping me shoulder the 
duty of safeguarding the reputation of the SMU Law Review. It has been a 
ride, and I would not have done it with anyone else.
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 * J.D. Candidate, SMU Dedman School of Law, May 2024. B.A., Political Science, Bay-
lor University, 2021. Elan is the Editor-in-Chief of the SMU Law Review and architect of this 
symposium issue.
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